AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW. MDARC.ORG 


January Meeting 
Friday, January 18 

7:30 pm 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 


1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


Meeting Program 

Brian Klostermann from Your 
Safety Place will discuss personal 
earthquake preparedness. 


V.E. Testing 
6:00-7:00 PM, January 18 at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church. 
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precidunt’s QRM 


by Marty Heyman, W6MDH 


| WwW this 
is the 
©) last President’s 
QRM for me 
for a while. 
We elected 


a great team 


of volunteers 
to take over for next year and 

the club is in fabulous shape for 
them to step in and keep up the 
momentum. It has been a great 
deal of fun these last two years and 
Jordan and I thank all the 

many who helped in small and 
large ways. In particular, we owe a 
great deal to the other officers and 
all the members of the Board. The 
other volunteers for Membership, 
the Carrier, our webpage, and the 
entire Pacificon crew make this one 
of the most active and happening 
clubs in the country. 


Enough of the goodbyes. As my 
next step, I’ve committed to run yet 
another Technician Class license 
training session Tuesday nights in 
Orinda for the folks in Lamorinda. 
Chuck Graham, KI6DCD, and 
Lauren Styles, WA6CIE, are 
running a parallel class at the 
Salvation Army will be in Concord 
on Wednesdays. Both classes start 
the second week of January (the 
8th and 9th) and run six weeks. 
That means they end just before 


the February MDARC meeting 
and its VE session. The Orinda 
session is already approaching 20 
students (that’s a lot) and I expect 
the Concord session will fill out 
as well. We had a great success 
with the sessions last year and I 
hope we do as well this time. It’s 
driven membership up and raised 
awareness in the community. Those 
are two good things. 


There is lots of good news in the 
various minutes of club meetings 
but I must comment on how 
terrific our relationship has become 
with the team running the new 
East Bay Hills site. John Larue, site 
owner, has deputized Tom Naso, 
N6MVT, as his Ham Radio site 
guy. The East Bay Hills site has 
been hosting one of the CARLA 
system’s repeaters and will soon be 
hosting our 2m voter. MDARC has 
contributed significant volunteer 
effort to bring the site back on line. 
There was much to do before it 
was ready to start deploying radios 
again and our efforts have made a 
real difference. This new facility is 
roomy and has plenty of power and 
tower space so it is likely to become 
another amateur radio hub location, 
particularly because the site team 
is so professional but easy to work 
with. 


With that, Jordan and I step off 
stage and cheer as Jason, Dave, and 
the rest of the team step in! 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It 
is the policy of the editor to publish all material 
submitted by the membership provided such 
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio 
and of interest to MDARC members, and space 
is available. All material must be submitted to 
the editor by the last day of the month prior-to 
publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, 
first-out basis. Articles and other material may be 
submitted via Internet email to carrier@mdarc.org 
or delivered to the editor at the address listed in 
the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also 
be submitted as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be 
reproduced for noncommercial use provided 
such use credits both the MDARC Carrier and the 
author of the article. Copyrighted material will 
not be accepted without accompanying written 
permission to republish. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely 
those of the editor or other contributors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either the 
Board of Directors or membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 


President 
Jason Legate, W6SN 


Vice President 
David Mulkearns, KOH 


Secretary 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
paulr33@earthlink.net 


Treasurer 
Don Anthony, N6SIA 


Emergency Coordinator 
Bob Green, K6GD 
bobgreen@sbcglobal.net 


Directors 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 


Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 
Dave Gordon, N6SWE 


Membership Chair 
Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


Carrier Editor, PIO 
Jeremiah Blasi, K6BQ 
carrier@mdarc.org 


Webmaster 
Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 


W6CX Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077 PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: In 1289.25 Out 427.25, 1241.25 
APRS: 144.39 

TCP/IP: 145.71 


January Carrier 


MDARC Holiday Party 


December 21, 2007 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
by Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 


n the night of our regular 

December meeting, MDARC 
held its annual holiday dinner/party. 
It looked like a good time was had by 
all—good food and good company. 
About 50 people were in attendance. 
Thank you for your support of the 
club efforts! The evening started with 
appetizers, and then moved to the 
dinner tables for a full holiday treat. 
There was salad & bread, turkey & 
stuffing, and mashed potatoes & gravy. 
All this was followed by pumpkin pie. 
I know my wife & I were really full 


when we left. 


There was a short meeting after the 
dinner—the last official duty of our 
outgoing president, Marty Heyman, 
W6MDH. Don Anthony, N6SIA, 
presented Marty with a box reportedly 
containing a gavel, but we 
never got to see it. Dick 
Brown, KT6X, presented 
a check for $12,500 to 
MDARC, the proceeds 
of a very successful 
PACIFICON convention. 
Bob Vallio, W6RGG, 
ARRL Pacific Division 
Director, and Ti-Michelle 
Connelly, NJ6T, outgoing 
ARRL East Bay section 
manager also gave short 
talks. A raffle was held for 
an ARRL repeater book, 
donated by Bob Vallio. I 
was the lucky recipient! 


‘Thanks Bob! 


So, for those of you not 
there — you missed a great 
party! A big thank you to Marty for organizing the dinner, and also 
for leading MDARC these past two years. 


January Carrier 


Why I Became a Ham 


by Jim Konkhe, W6VAR 


\ X Then Jeremiah (K6BQ) asked 

me to write an article about 
why I became a ham, I thought it 
would be pretty easy. What was easy 
is what finally drove me to get my 


license. Why I’m a Ham is much more 
complex. 


My introduction to amateur radio 
came at an early age working with 
my grandfather, W6VAR. There was 
a room in the basement where my 
grandparents kept toys for us and that 
is where we played. The neatest toy in 
the room was Grandpa’s...and we only 
touched it when he was with us. The 
door to the room had a small sign that 
simply read “Real Radios Glow in the 
Dark.” 


Every Wednesday at 5 PM and 
Sundays at 9 AM, Grandpa’s toy 
would come to life and we could 
hear all of Donald Duck’s relatives, 
including my aunt and uncle in 
Clearlake. Grandpa’s fingers seldom 
left the VFO as he seemed to 
endlessly make minor adjustments to 
accommodate drift and the normal 
conversation was regularly sprinkled 
with phrases like: “W6BV this is 
WEOVAR over.” 


Grandpa's stories of his youth 

were always fascinating and included: 
“rolling his own” capacitors and 
“acquiring” microphone elements out of 
telephones. In those days, radios were 
made from all sorts of odds and ends. 
I’ve been told when my father was a 
boy, he would invite his friends over 
to be entertained by my grandfather 
— who would inevitably receive a 
painful shock as he worked on live 
equipment while standing on a stack 
of newspapers for insulation. Radio 
was truly a hobby for the dabbler and 
the experimenter. While I enjoyed 
technical things and I studied for my 
license as a youth, I never seemed to 


complete my studies and ended up 
pursuing other interests, however, the 
fascination with radio and electronics 
never waned. 


When my grandfather passed away, 
I regretted not obtaining my license 
and using it as a means to help keep 
my grandfather active in his interest. 
When it came time to sell his house, 
my father offered me his equipment. 
At the time, I figured I would never 
get my license since my CC&R’s won't 
let me put up antennas and I would 
never find the time to study. We ended 
up donating most of his equipment to 
a club that helps introduce the hobby 
to youth. The amateur that my father 
donated the equipment to suggested 
that I should get my Tech license so 
I could get my grandfather’s call sign 
through the vanity program. 


I didn’t think too much about it, 
since I never really considered simply 
getting a Tech license, but then I 
found out that his call sign would go 
back to the pool after a period of time. 
About the same time, I completed 
closing a division of a company 
and needed to immerse myself in 
something for a while, so I used some 
of my transition time to study for the 
exam so I could keep my grandfather’s 
call sign alive. I figured I could dabble 
a bit on 2 meters and that some form 
of radio capability would be good 
given my pursuit of outdoor activities 
and the potential need for emergency 
communications in a natural disaster. 


Once I started studying, I 


remembered a lot more than I thought. 


I passed my Technician exam and 

was asked if I would like to sit for the 
General course. Not having studied for 
this, I assumed I couldn't pass...but 
my recollection of theory from years 
ago stuck with me and I passed my 
General as well. 


While studying for the exams, I 
learned a lot more about the diversity 
of the hobby and my interest in 
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participating in amateur radio 

grew rapidly. Instead of dismissing 
amateur radio due to my CC&R’s, I 
found myself wanting to figure out 
technically feasible ways to work 
within my restrictions. 


The natural solution was more 
knowledge. Being a self learner, I 
started buying books (about 18 
inches worth) and reading voraciously. 
Within a month, I passed my extra 
exam and had many conversations 
with others on the local repeaters to 
get ideas on working HF radio with 
restrictions. 


Like many, I still recall my very first 
amateur contact. It was with Jeremiah, 
K6BQ, on the MDARC repeater. 
Since then, I have met a great many 
fellow amateurs that have grown my 
knowledge tremendously and have 
enabled me to pursue the hobby 
without agitating my neighbors. In the 
process, I’ve developed an additional 
group of friends who meet most days 
in the virtual world of radio. 


I’m back into a commute now and 
another aspect of the hobby has come 
to life. The morning and evening 
commutes that used to seem endless 
now fly by as I engage in interesting 
conversations with my friends on radio. 
T’ve even thrown a modest antenna on 
the car that allows me to pursue 20 
meters at lunch since my evening time 
is spent on family obligations. 


Why did I become an amateur 
radio operator? I thought I was doing 
something to keep a memory alive, 
but it turns out, radio is a hobby that 
will keep my mind alive many years to 
come with constant learning, solving 
technical challenges, building projects, 
community service, emergency 
communications, relieving commute 
boredom, and most importantly, a 
great way to help others grow while 
building new friendships. 


... DE W6VAR 
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MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 


December 10, 2007 
Fuddruckers, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


he meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 PM by President Marty 
Heyman. 


A quorum was present, 
consisting of: Marty Heyman, 
W6MDH,; Jason Legate, W6SN, 
Sheldon Lawrence; Dave Gordon, 
N6SWE; Don Anthony, N6SIA; 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU. Director 


Robert Green, K6GD, arrived 
during the meeting. 


Also present were Iain 
MacDonnell, K6IAM, and Herbert 
Cole, KI6ATB. 


The minutes of the previous 
meeting were not approved because 
they have not been published in the 


Carrier for review. 


Treasurer's Report 


127 renewals for 2008 have been 
processed. The checking account 
balance is $6,683.00, and the CDs 
total $43,139.00. 


A letter was read from Robert 


Lausten, W6ERA. 
Tech Committee 


Membership card modifications 
were presented by Iain 
MacDonnell, K6IAM, to make 
room for more useful information 
and improve appearance of card. 


Intermod and repeater 
interference was discussed. An 
article will be published in 
the Carrier for members to 
listen in reverse for interfering 
transmissions. Hopefully call signs 
will be copied. Direction-finding 
assistance will be requested to find 
jammers and constant DIMF 
codes with no ID. 


New disk approved for hilltop 


computer. 


Echolink IRLP operating 
procedure will be written will be 


written by Herbert Cole, KIGATB. 


Certified Climbers requirements 
to be requested from American 
‘Tower. 


1.2Ghz antenna replacement 
needed. 


Spectrum analyzer purchase to 
be presented to board in January 
with proposed price. 

Control Op paging link to be 
installed on MDARC website. 


Voter project working continuing 
on East Bay hill site. 


Emergency Coordinator 


Races has requested that a 6 
meter repeater be placed on Mt. 
Diablo to increase frequency range 
with the reduction in 440 power. 
There will be further discussion in 
future meetings. 


Pacificon 


No final results from Pacificon 
have been presented to the board. 


Honorary Membership 
Requests 


Honorary memberships 
were presented to the board 
and approved, however further 
discussion at future meeting may 
be necessary. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 


Minutes recorded by 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 


January Carrier 


Interference 
Monitoring 


by Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 


s you may have noticed we 
have been experiencing a lot of 
interference and jamming on the 
2 meter repeater. We believe the 
interference is on a frequency of 
147.655 Mhz. and also includes a 
call sign periodically. 


We have also been receiving a 
lot of touch tone transmissions 
with no ID. It would help the 
tech committee if you listen to the 
repeater input frequency of 147.66 
Mhz and report the time and 
location where the transmissions 
are received. Also record any call 
signs that are received. 


Please file your reports with 
Trevor Hall at (925) 876-5387. 


NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 


2M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 
440 gain 7 dBd (9.0 dBi) 
20+ dB front to back ratio 
24 inch boom length 


Super fast assembly, no 
instructions needed, screw color 
coded elements onto color coded 
boom 


2 bands-one connector, great for 
satellite contacts, no duplexer 
needed, no duplexer cost 


$98.95 


Call or fax (925) 933-3242 
Now available at all HRO stores 


January Carrier 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
(818) 842-1786 
(800) 854-6046 
Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. 
Magnolia between 
S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Rick, K3TL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 


John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 

14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. 

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 

(Near Boston) 

224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 
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12 STORE BUYING POWER 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA OAKLAND, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 2210 Livingston St., 94606 
SPE s- (408) 736-9496 (510) 534-5757 
se in OO (800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 
; tells Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 
So. from Hwy. 101 1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com oakland@hamradio.com 


TS-2000 sewHr/uHF Tove 


*100W HF 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

* 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

¢ IF Stage DSP Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
Backlit Front Key Panel 


Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G) 21/440 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

+ Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
« APRS Compatible 

DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

* 200 Mems., CTCSS 

¢ VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! IC-706MKUNG seve transceiver 


DJ-196T eur 


* 5 Watt out 

* 40 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric display 
* CTCSS + DCS built in 
°“S” meter 

* Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


* All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

* 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

« AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
 Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


IC-756 PRO UIE Ai mode Transceiver ; oa 


= A 
TM-D700A_ 20440 dualband ° a x Ba ale ne performance 
. . i i * 32 bi ° ynchronous tuning z . 
7 Sau ee Tene * Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 
* Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) * Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW 50 Watt out * Alpha numeric display 
* 200 Memories * Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC + Multiple DSF controlled AGC loaps * 100 mems » Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
* Advanced APRS Features + Advanced CW functions _ + Front Panel GPS in * Rear DB-9 port 
* Dx Packet Cluster + 101 alphanumeric memories * CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 
* Tone Scan  GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 
UPS - Most Items Over $100 
VX-7R 
50/2M/220/440 HT 


* Wideband RX 
* 900 Memories 


FT-2000 f+ 6mtevr 


© SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) fo 
* Li-lon Battery Ultra compact HF, VHF, UHF © 100 W w/ auto tuner 
* Fully Submersible to 3 ft. 40 HF/6M, 50w 2M, 20w UHF * built-in Power supply 
ee mr = Built-in CTCSS/DCS * DSP included © 32 color display * DSP filters / Voice memory recorder 
Rapid Deliveries From * Internet WIRES compatible 999 mems » Detachable front panel +3 Band Parametric Mic EQ 
The Store Nearest To You! Great Price! (¥SK-857 required) lEroating filters 


Call for Low Price! Call Now For Low Pricing! 


W6CXNets =  ~—~—_ Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets _ 


147.06 & 441.325 MHz (100 PL) Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pm Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
MDARC Club Net East County 146.535 Simplex 
Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
Thursday 8:00 pm South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
General ATV Net Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 


West County 145.110/- 
Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


January Events 


January 7 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 

Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 
January 18 7:30 pm MDARC Monthly Meeting 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette 
January 31 February Carrier Deadline 
February 4 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


Nowe The Carrier 

MOUNT A RIABLO Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW. MDARC.ORG www.imdarc.org 


Next Meeting—January 18—Earthquake preparedness 


